
SPORTS IN FOCUS
Christ Is Risen
Matthew 28 • Lesson Twelve

READY
• What is the best Easter celebration/worship service you have experienced? What was special about it?
• What surprises you about Jesus’ resurrection? What, if any questions do you still have about it?

SET
Context of Matthew 28
We’ve studied Jesus’ miraculous birth, amazing life and teachings, and sacrificial death. But the story is not over. The final chapter 
of Matthew’s gospel documents Christ’s victory over the grave! In this closing section, we also hear Jesus’ commission His followers 
to take the good news to the ends of the earth. 

Keys to Text 
Resurrection: A central doctrine of the Christian faith is the resurrection. Paul reminded the Corinthian Christians that they already 
believed in Christ’s resurrection, else they would not have been Christians. Because Christ was raised, resurrection from the dead is 
obviously possible; and, on the other hand, unless men in general can be resurrected, Christ could not have raised. The two resur-
rections stand or fall together; there could not be one without the other. 

GO
Read Matthew 28:1-10 “Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the 
guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his dis-
ciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 
So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came up and look hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” What stood out to you in this passage? Why is the resurrection part of the 
gospel story? 

SPORTS IN FOCUS
On November 5, 2011, former Penn State defensive coordinator Jerry Sandusky was arrested on 40 counts relating to sexual abuse 
of eight young boys. The alleged sexual abuse scandal led to the firing of Penn State’s football coach and president. Later that 
week, Nebraska played Penn State and both teams prayed together at midfield. There was a lot of bad news surrounding the Penn 
State scandal. Assistant Coach Ron Brown who led the prayer, later said, “What was meant for evil, God can use for good. He 
referenced Genesis 50:20, “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people 
should be kept alive, as they are today.” The bad news is that all of us are sinners in need of a savior. But the good news is that 
God provided a way of salvation so you would not need to face God’s wrath. Do you know the good news? Jesus has come, told us 
about God, taken our punishment, conquered death, and shown us that he can save us from the grave. Pray that God would reveal 
Himself to you and repent of your sins and believe on Jesus Christ for your salvation

 ZOOM!


